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Figure 2 shows a typical village of the slash-and-burn horticulturalists. 
 
       Figure 2. horticulturalist village  
 
The Aka set up small camps distributed about 8-km radius in the periphery of 
the horticulturalists.  
 
 
          Figure 3. Aka camp 
 
We have seen the inter-ethnic relationship between the Aka and the 
horticulturalists or farmers up to the 1990s(Figure 4); that is before external 
influences, such as deforestation, strongly affected these inhabitants in the 
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Figure 5. Timber-designated section in north-eastern Congo 
 
Figure 6 shows the changes of logging in the ROC with time. Timber 
production was rapidly increased after the year 1999.  
 
   Figure 6.  Timber production of ROC(1994-2001) 
(Africonsei、 http://www.ifrance.com/africonseil/CONGOECO.htm)  
 
Interestingly, while the rapid surge of commercial logging in the regions 
inhabited by the Aka in tandem with higher forest protection activity in the 
85
1990s, an NGO related with nature conservation bought timber-designated 
sectors over from lumbering companies and eventually established the 
Nouabale Ndoki National Park in 1993. 
Under the background influence of nature conservation concept and political 
pressures from the European and United States, the trilateral relationships of 
the timber industry, nature-conservation NGO and the ROC government were 
maintained and closely coordinated. Both the timber industry and the ROC 
government could not ignore the strong climate of public opinion on nature 
conservation prevalent in Europe and the US. In fact, they appeal to the 
conservation-orientated forces with respect to the nature-conservation concept 
by cooperating in the establishment of the national park.    
 As a mater of fact, the nature-conservation NGO requires the cooperation of 
the lumbering companies to maintain the National Park well. Thus, the trilateral 
cooperative system was established with the NGO, lumbering companies and 
ROC government working hand in hand. However, this trilateral cooperative 
system almost ignored the will and rights of the Aka living in the area, especially 
in aspects associated with understanding the ‘undeveloped’ nature and 
education related with respect for nature conservation among the Aka . 
Figure 7 shows symbolic of the close relationships between the lumbering 
company and nature-conservation NGO; the lumbering company allocated a 










Figure 7. Nature-conservation NGO office  
 
Now, let’s look at the social transformations in the Aka community through 
commercial deforestation. Through the influx of lumberjacks, deforestation 
bases developed into townships with a higher population. Many of the farmers 
then moved to these towns in search of opportunistic hard cash. As a result, the 
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